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Children dream of happiness and peace in 2018 
 
 

4-1-2018	Children	at	Alrowwad	welcomed	the	2018	New	Year	by	setting	
out	their	dreams,	with	the	hope	that	one	day	the	dreams	will	become	a	
reality.	
The	 New	 Year	 activity	was	 part	 of	 the	 Education	 Program	 at	 Alrowwad	
Culture	and	Arts	Society.	 	The	children	told	of	 their	dreams	as	part	of	a	
cultural	discussion	aimed	at	encouraging	creativity	in	the	young	people	of	
Aida	Camp.	
Teacher,	 Nour	 Alsqa,	 said	
the	 Alrowwad	 Society	 was	
seeking	to	provide	a	positive	
energy	 for	 children	 in	 the	
New	Year,	building	a	better	
future	for	children	to	learn,	
have	 fun	 and	 achieve	 their	
dreams.	
Politics	 formed	 part	 of	 the	
discussion	 as	 the	 children	
told	 of	 their	 discomfort	 and	 fears	 following	 the	 announcement	 by	 US	
President	 Donald	 Trump	 that	 Jerusalem	 should	 become	 the	 capital	 of	
Israel.			They	considered	Trump’s	decision	would	instead	make	”	Jerusalem	
the	capital	of	the	occupation”. 	

	
 
  



English and Spanish language classes for children 
 
 

 
 

8-1-2018	 New	 English	 and	 Spanish	 language	 courses	 have	 started	 for	
children	at	the		Alrowwad	Culture	and	Arts	Society	at	the	Aida	Camp.	
The	courses	are	for	first	level	students	and	held	during	the	winter	vacation.	
The	 founder	 and	 general	 director	 at	 Alrowwad,	 Abedelfattah	 Abusrour	
said,	“Alrowwad	always	seeks	to	provide	a	positive	and	a	safe	environment	
to	encourage	children’s	creativity.			We	also	work	to	develop	their	abilities	
and	skills	in	scientific,	cultural	and	artistic	fields.” 	
“The	 free	 courses	 are	 part	 of	 the	 Education	 Program	 at	 Alrowwad	 and	
offering	 activities	 during	 the	 school	 vacation	 is	 an	 important	 part	 of	
Alrowwad’s	mission,”	Dr	Abedelfattah	said.	
This	basic	course	for	children	
in	 Spanish	 provided	 by	 the	
volunteer	 Mr.	 Vicente	 GM	
from	Chile.	
	

 
 

 

  
  



Alrowwad’s ‘We are Jerusalem’ winter camp 
 
 

 

 
	
9-1-2018	Alrowwad	Culture	and	Arts	Society	launched	‘We	are	Jerusalem’	
in	the	second	week	of	January	in	Aida	camp.		The	project	aims	to	explain	
to	children	the	importance	of		Jerusalem	and	the	need	to	preserve	their	
Palestinian	 identity.	 	 The	 timing	 of	 the	 program	 is	 seen	 as	 important	
following	the	decision	by	the	US	to	recognize	Jerusalem	as	the	capital	of	
Israeli.	
‘We	are	Jerusalem’	involved	55	children	a	ten	day	camp	to	coincide	with	
their	winter	vacation.	It	provided	a	range	of	fun	activities	and	training	for	
children	 from	 the	Aida	Camp.	 	 The	 group’s	was	 named	 in	 honor	 of	 the	
Jerusalem	gates.	



The	 children	 spent	 time	 on	
sports	 and	 entertainment	
activities,	 theater	 and	
musical	 workshops,	
photography,	 radio	
recording,	 handwork,	
drawing,	 reading	 stories,	
learning	French	and	Spanish	
languages.		
The	 founder	 and	 general	
director	 at	 Alrowwad,	

Abedelfattah	 Abusrour,	 said	 the	 Society’s	 2018	 strategic	 plan	 seeks	 to	
provide	the	safe	environment	for	the	children	to	explore	creative,	cultural,	
and	artistic	activities	with	the	aim	of	helping	them	to	build	a	society	free	
of	violence.	
	
Dr	Abeldelfattah	said	this	was	important	for	the	children	in	Aida	camp	are	
regularly	exposed	to	violence	and	tear	gas,	with	a	Californian	study	finding	
the	camp	was	close	to	the	top	of	
the	list	when	it	come	to	the	use	
of	tear	gas	globally.		
Shared	ja’ara,	one	of	the	children	
participating	 in	 the	 project,	
talked	 of	 the	 importance	 of	
Jerusalem	 and	 historical	 of	 Al	
Mood	 gate	 during	 radio	
recording	session.		The	recording	
aims	 to	 send	 a	 message	 to	 the	
international	 community	 about	
the	need	to	preserve	identity	of	
Jerusalem.	
	
Yehia	Quar,	a	child	in	the	‘Hebron	Gate’	group,	said	he	had	the	first	chance	
to	learn	to	dance	the			traditional	dance	called	the	Dabka.	
	
Marie	 Quirynen,	 a	 volunteer	 with	 Alrowwad,	 said:	 “The	 experience	 of	
working	with	children	in	theater,	playing	even	in	French	classes	was	one	of	
the	most	wonderful	things	I’ve	ever	done.”		She	said,	“it	left	a	positive	and	
beautiful	 impact	 about	 Palestine,	 despite	 the	 difficult	 situation	
surrounding	the	place.”	



Alrowwad to cooperate with AL-Doha Municipality 
 
	

 
11-1-2018	Representatives	 from	the	Alrowwad	Cultural	and	arts	Society	
have	wished	R’fat	Jawabra	success	in	his	new	role	as	AL-Doha	Municipality	
President.	
	
Alrowwad’s	founder	and	general	director	Abdelfattah	Abusour,	together	
with	other	officials	 	 from	Alrowwad,	visited	AL-Doha	to	congratulate	Mr	
Jawabra	on	his	appointment	and	wish	him	well	for	the	future.	
	
They	discussed	cooperation	between	Al	Doha	Municipality	and	Alrowwad	
Cultural	and	Arts	Society	to	develop	the	cultural	life	of	the	area.		Residents	
of	the	Municipality	originally	came	from	more	than	40	Palestinian	villages	
in	Bethlehem	and	Hebron,	displaced	by	the	1948	war.	
	

	
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



“We are Jerusalem” winter camp for children 
 
 

	
	
19-1-2018	Alrowwad	Culture	and	Arts	Society	has	successfully	concluded	
its	“We	are	Jerusalem”	camp	involving	55	children	from	the	Aida	Camp	and	
Bethlehem	city.	
	
“We	are	Jerusalem”	was	a	10	day	camp,	where	children	learned	about	the	

physical	 and	 emotional	
dangers	 faced	 by	 those	
living	 in	 Jerusalem	
under	 the	 Israeli	
occupation.	
The	 children	braved	 the	
cold	 winter	 weather	 to	
take	 part	 in	 activities	
designed	 to	 challenge	
their	 creativity.	 	 They	
participated	in	a	range	of	
sports,	 handwork,	 and	

learned	 to	 cook	 delicious	 Palestinian	 desserts.	 	 “We	 are	 Children”	 also	



emphasized	computer	skills,	reading,	stories,	radio	recordings	and	English	
and	Spanish	language	
classes.  
	
At	 the	 conclusion	 of	
the	winter	camp,	the	
executive	 director	 of	
Alrowwad,	 Ribal	
Alkurdi	 said,	
“Alrowwad	 seeks	 to	
provide	 a	 safe	
environment	 for	
children,	 despite	 the	
sad	 fact	 that	 Aida	
camp	is	considered	to	
be	one	of	 the	places	
most	exposed	 to	 tear	gas	 in	 the	world;	 this	 fact	has	been	confirmed	by	
researchers	 in	California	“Berkeley	University,”	he	said. The	founder	and	
general	director	“Abdelfattah	Abusrour”	sent	his	greeting	to	children	and	
invited	them	to	participate	in	other	Alrowwad	activities.	
	
At	 the	 Closing	 ceremony,	 gifts	 and	 Certificates	 of	 Participation	 were	
presented	to	the	children. 

  



Alrowwad begins a First Aid Course in Aida camp 
 

	
27-1-2018	Alrowwad	is	expanding	its	community	program	to	include	a	First	
Aid	Course	in	association	with	the	Palestinian	Medical	Relief	Society.	
Alrowwad,	better	known	for	its	work	in	culture	and	the	arts,	is	holding	the	
classes	in	first	aid	at	its	headquarters	in	the	Aida	camp.	
A	group	of	 interested	volunteers	 from	the	community	will	 learn	how	to	
deal	with	medical	emergencies	and	how	to	administer	first	aid	effectively.	
The	first	aid	course	is	part	of	the	new	health	program	in	Alrowwad	2018.	
	

	
 
  



Alrowwad part of a photo exhibition in France 
 

	
30-1-2018	A	group	of	children	 from	Alrowwad	 in	Aida	 camp	and	others	
from	 Nablus	 have	 contributed	 to	 a	 photographic	 exhibition	 aimed	 at	
helping	 French	 people	 better	 understand	 life	 in	 Palestinian	 Refugee	
Camps.	
	
The	 title	of	 the	exhibition	 is	“Handalah”,	a	popular	character	created	by	
the	late	Palestinian	cartoonist	Naji	al-Ali.		Handalah	is	a	child	with	tattered	
clothes	 standing	 with	 hands	 behind	 his	 back,	 a	 witness	 to	 injustice	 in	
Palestine.	 	 The	 cartoon	 character	 has	 become	 a	 symbol	 of	 Palestinian	
refugees	who	 fled	 their	 homes	when	 the	 state	 of	 Israel	was	 created	 in	
1948.	
	
In	the	spirit	of	Handalah,	the	children	were	asked	to	contribute	photos	that	
reflect	life	in	Aida	and	Nablus.		Their	pictures	are	both	a	message	and	a	gift	
to	French	people.	
	

	
 


